Hello, everybody. Welcome to "Six Minute Science." Today we have Dr. Njong Masakeda, the director of Cyber Cognitive Research Center, as our guest. He is the man behind the controversial research that claims to solve the mystery of "sudden apneic death," or SAD.
relatively high Internet use and Brazil had a disproportionately higher rate. Most interestingly, China had a sudden rise only a year back. So when we analyzed the entire data, the one thing that was able to explain this was the usage of Emoroom.
Brazil has the highest usage rate and hence the highest SAD rate as well. In Iran, there is still state embargo on use of Emoroom, so they are protected. China took off the censorship on Emoroom only a year back, when it saw the sudden rise of SAD. So the correlation was very strong.
Aren't there other alternatives?
NM: But none of them, like phthalate toxicity, unknown viral encephalitis, or "Meme shock," can explain these clear patterns. The pattern of death around the world is strongly correlated with use of Emoroom.
That's really an astonishing hypothesis. But what can be the mechanisms? NM:
We believe it is due to something called "amplitude death."
Sounds interesting! NM:
It is an established concept involving coupled oscillators. For example, 2 pendulum clocks hung from a wooden plank next to one another can keep time in exact synchrony, thanks to weak vibrations transmitted through the plank. Such coupled oscillators also crop up in biological systems. Certain kinds of coupled oscillators, called limit-cycle oscillators, can also stop one another dead. The key is that there should be a time gap for the influence of one oscillator to reach the other. For certain ranges of both the time delay and the strength of the coupling, a pair of oscillators could drag each other to a standstill.
So how does it apply to Emoroom? Nobody was found dead while using it.
NM: In Emoroom, the connected brains behave like coupled oscillators. When you have strong emotions, like joy or pain, you generate lot of gamma and zeta frequency waves. Our model found that at this frequency the time delay and the strength of the coupling can become similar to the limit-cycle oscillators. And this coupling continues even after the brains are disconnected. So a set of brains once appropriately synchronized can stop each other dead at a later point of time. That, we believe, is the cause of SAD.
Any proof?
NM: The rate of SAD is very high in the "emophiles." They are the groups, usually teenagers, who are kind of addicted in sharing strong emotions from an "emoguru." In fact, the outbreak of SAD occurred first in those groups.
Finally, is this the end of Emoroom?
NM: We are too dependent on it to abandon it. But until we develop new technologies to stop SAD, don't risk your life by becoming overtly emotional online.
